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Skills Summary

and
Proven economic and community development professional with multiple successful programs through ideation, creation and execution.  Civic innovator, leader and collaborator, with the ability to bring together diverse perspectives and achieve creative solutions to create better lives for the citizens of Northeast Ohio.  
Professional Experience

Policy, Planning Associate and Community Advocacy, Center for Community Solutions (Cleveland, Ohio) 2015- 
· Review legislation and public policy decisions at the County and State level that affect economic, community and healthcare development of citizens in Northeast Ohio
· Advocate for improvements in health, social and economic services, especially in the well-being of older adults as the Baby Boomer generation begins to retire
· Forecast community development priorities based on demographics and urban development trends
Community Engagement Specialist, OneCommunity (Cleveland, Ohio) 2014 - 2015
· Big Data Business Breakfast featuring Doug Cutting, Founder of Hadoop (Audience: 200)
· Cleveland Young Women’s IoT Olympiad, in collaboration with Cisco and Case Western Reserve University (Audience: Over 60 girls, aged 13-18, signed up to participate)

· Creation and successful implementation of a number of programs including the Connected Cities Visit to Chattanooga, TN

· Creating the Smart City, City Club, Susan Crawford (Audience: 125 of top  community and business leaders)

· WCPN 90.3 ideastream/Civic Commons Tech Town Hall (audience: 150 of development leaders)
· Coordination of over 10 Lunch and Learns, 50 presentations and convening’s, reaching over 1500 people in 11 months
Manager, Business Research & Communication, Downtown Cleveland Alliance (Cleveland, Ohio) 2011-2014
· Responsible for attracting business, retail and residents to Downtown through the Business Development Center

· During tenure at DCA

· Revitalized and coordinated the DCA Membership Program, with over a dozen new DCA members and a 60% increase in revenue

· Through a team effort, attracted or retained 5500 jobs in Downtown Cleveland  

· Created and administered the Voice of Downtown speaker series, reaching over 6000 individuals

· Created and administered the Volunteer Corp, registering over 120 volunteers for community events

· Administered the “Did You Know” monthly report, with over a mailing list of over 200 addressees

Voter Education and Outreach, Ohio Secretary of State Jennifer Brunner (Cleveland, Ohio) 2008-2010

· Created and executed programming to reach under-represented populations including college students, 
veterans, ex-offenders, voters with disabilities and the Hispanic community, such as College Vote Ohio and Operation Forward Democracy
· Administered non-partisan voter education materials to non-profits, faith-based organizations, fairs, festivals and forums through more than 200 meetings and presentations, resulting in several thousand Voting Rights Institute materials being distributed to the general public

Fellow, Legislative Service Commission, Ohio House of Representatives (Columbus, Ohio) 2007-2008

· Assisted the Communications Director of the House Minority Caucus in various capacities including: creation of press releases, media advisories, newsletters for legislators, as well as addressing constituent issues/concerns.

Education

Masters of Public Administration, Ohio University  
2005-2007

Bachelors of Science in Communication, Ohio University
2001-2005

Leadership Positions and Community Involvement
· Appointed, City Club of Cleveland, Debate Committee (2016-)
· Appointed, CSU Levin School of Public Affairs Visiting Committee (2015-)
· Secretary, Toastmasters, Cleveland Club #351 (2016-)

· Elected, 3rd Vice President and Executive Committee, Cleveland NAACP (2015-)
· Appointed, Cuyahoga County Democratic Party, Executive Committee (2015-)

· Appointed, City of Cleveland Division of Police, Body Camera Policy Committee (Dec. 2014-2015)

· Appointed, Cleveland Orchestra, Community Relations Committee (2014-)

· Appointed, Freshwater Cleveland Advisory Board (2014-)

· Appointed, African American Initiative, Global Cleveland (2014-2015)

· Winner, Crain’s Cleveland Business,2014 “40 Under 40”
· Winner, Cleveland Business Connects Magazine, 2013 “Networking Star of the Year”
· Appointed, Judge4Yourself.com Review Committee, CMBA (2012-2015)

· Board Member, Engage Cleveland (2012-2015)

· Appointed, Cuyahoga Charter Review Commission (2012-2013)

· Honoree, Outstanding Voter Rights Advocate, ACLU (2012)

· Volunteer, Youth Opportunities Unlimited (2010, 2011, 2012, 2013, 2014, 2015, 2016)

· President, Cleveland Young Professional Senate (CYPS) (2010-2013)

· Board Member, Northeast Ohio Hispanic Business Center (2010-2013)

· Area 52 Governor, VP Public Relations #351, Toastmasters (2012-2013)
· Appointed, Opportunity Nation Leader and Scholar (2012)

· Named “One to Watch” by Inside Business Magazine (2012)
· Named “Top 25 under 35” award recipient by the Cleveland Professional 20/30 Club (2011)

· Fellow, Center for Progressive Leadership (2011-2012)
